YOUNG GUNS

SeniorColtsitﬁstmi ht wins..just

| | don’t think it is |n any way
. ' - oSl L an exaggeration to state that the
I’ J future of Stockport RUFC lies in in
the Colts XVs that the club are cur-
rently nurturing. For many years
the club struggled to sustain a pro-
ductive Colts structure. We suf-
fered from having 5 blank years.
The current situation has not
been arrived at without a lot of
- hard work and some disappoint-
ments. The Senior Colts of 2005-
2006 had previously been twice
winners of the Cheshire Cup but
when they arrived at SC’s they did-
n’'t quite have the impetus to carry
on that success and in October
2005 the squad were sadly forced
to withdraw from the Lancashire &
Cheshire Colts League. As a result
~ \we lost a number of players from

s WA in rotation as part of the Junior
Ty aey TR . ~|Colts XV for the rest of that season
P e e " land played their part in the JC’s
el ™ winning the Cheshire Cup.

For the 2006-2007 season

this meant we had an additional 10
= players at Senior Colts all of whom
] = were available every week as only

e .,1, , ,J ) e\ ~ Steve Pearson was away at Uni-
] hu s - ”' l:; v (Continued on page 2)
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STOCKPORT RUFC SENIOR COLTS 2007-2008
Left to Right by rows: (1)Andy Konarski, Tom Renshaw, Phil Leigh, Ed Gillespie, Richard Morgan, Robert
Adams, Richard Banks, Sean Roe (2) Andy Broadhurst, Richard Moyes, Ciaran Lofts, Jake Winstanley,
Anthony Coulson, Lewis Walker, Guy Allison, Dan Faram, (3) Keeichi Isayama, Henri Simspon, James
Oakes, Mike Pearson, Steve Hill, Chris Valentine, Matt Veneables, Tom Bell (4) James Dodd, Mike Con-
nolly, Jamie Smith, George Cortvriend, James Wood, Jonny Baker, Danny Sacre, Andrew Coleman, (5)
James Parsey, Robert Rutledge, Tom Cruse, James Elsender,Alex Wilson, Tom Goldwater,

(Continued from page 1)

versity and even he eventually travelled home each
weekend to play for the 1st XV. He was not the only
one who made the step up to senior rugby during
that season. A total of 19 players from the squad
played senior rugby at some time during the season
and Steve was joined by Greg Newton as a regular g
1st XV player and Christian Chapman also made his

debut. The squad made it to the last 8 in the Na-
tional Colts cup, The semi Finals of the Cheshire
Cup, and won League Plate. More importantly we
had managed to bring 10 players through to the
senior club who would likely have been lost to the|.
club. (see right).

(Continued on page 3) “The Graduates” of 2006-2007




(Continued from page 2)

lan Kennedy and Marc Smith
. had been at the helm for that sea-
A son but as the new term arrived it
. was clear that lan was intent on
giving his playing career another
shot after 2 years away followed a
double knee operation.

There were initial misgivings
as to how the structure for the
2007-2008 would pan out but eve-
ryone’s patience appears to be be-
ing rewarded as Phil Faram and
Dave Morgan moved up with their

squad of players and began to assist
Marc Smith with taking them to the next
level of performance. For my part | just
continued to support the squad in my
usual way spending too much time up
to my armpits in dirty playing kit.

The first games of the season
were played with a number of Under
19's being available but by the time the
majority had dispersed to their Univer-
sities the younger brood had gained
considerable confidence and realisa-
tion of their ability and for the most part
the performances have continued at a
high level. A couple of bonuses re-
cently have been Phil Leigh’s decision
to do a ‘Geary’ and return home from
Leeds Carnegie. Phil may prove be the

: next Colt to feature for the 1st XV
Phil Faram . . . .

2 which will make it two players this sea-

Richard Morgan  SON as Kieran Hibbs made his 1st team

debut before going to Liverpool University to study wine women and song....! We
have also been joined very recently by two members of the
Daily Mail Cup wining side from last season Ed Gillespie and
Tom Goldwater have taken the year out after leaving Warwick.
We welcome them both.

What of the season so far. We have played seven
games. Won all six in the league and lost to Glossop in a
friendly. We have entered the National Colts cup and are
awaiting the identity of our opponents. Leigh or Burnley. We
have a first round match in the Cheshire Cup against Altrin-
cham Kersal on the 25th November. Meanwhile the league
programme continues with our next game being at Holyoke on
the 28th October.

Last weekend saw the visit of Widnes. One of our
supporters rather cruelly commented that it was a first for our
Colts on two fronts. First it was the first vets team we’'d ever
played and secondly it was the first team we’d ever faced with
5 second rows and 10 props. To be fair it must be something
in the air in Widnes or something they are feeding their players
on as they did look and very mature and a very large bunch of
lads. That said they play a pretty good game of rugby and the

(Continued on page 5







(Continued from page 3)

final score only tells part of the story of how close the
game was and how nearly they came to causing us to
lose our unbeaten record.

It was a crunching battle and we were too often
guilty of selecting the wrong options and also of surren-
dering possession by kicking the ball away. The territory
and possession were both in our favour but it was Widnes
who scored with a converted try and followed it up with a
penalty . 0-10. We didn’'t seem to be able to sustain a
rhythm or a pattern of play. This was in some small meas-
ure due to the referee who was shall we say was a little
unpredictable in some of his decisions and his use of the
__ advantage rule which safe to say wasn’'t working to our

The lads kept working hard and it the end we got the
"J‘ break through WhICh we deserved It was a well worked

his first try of the season. 5-10 There was no more score
before half time and | only hoped that Marc’s inspirational
bollocking at the break would have the desired effect. In
truth it didn’t. We were tell playing below the pace required. Then Widnes struck again. They cleared
long and the two Richard’'s Morgan and Moyes got
into a bit of a tangle and a Widnes boot kicked the
ball on. Unfortunately there was insufficient cover to
stop the attack and a further score. 5-15 down and
10 minutes left.

We then suddenly decided that our unbeaten
run wasn't going to be surrendered without a fight.
We went into ‘Fat lady singing mode’ but the road
back only started to bare fruit with less than 5 min-
utes remaining . The ball was moved to the left wing
in an exchange of passes and James Dodd found an
opening and by the look on his face in the photo-
graph on the front cover he was not going to let any-
body stop him.. He crossed line and ran under the
posts taking on another defender as he went to put
the ball down. As it turned out he needn’t have both-
ered. With time pressing Richard Morgan attempted
a drop kick conversion which flew under the bar...0oooops. At 10-15 this now meant that the next try if it
came had to be scored in a kickable position if we were to win the game. Could the lads save Rich-
ard’s blushes...

The game was coming down to the
last moments. Widnes’'s defence was
creaking and they were forced to concede
a number of penalties. We pressed the
line but to the lad’s credit no player over
did his attempt at scoring which meant that
. the ball was recycled repeatedly. Finally
= D0oddy picked up from the back of a ruck
just to the right of the posts and launched
himself over it. Captain Tom Cruse took
responsibility for the conversion although it
was a much easier kick than the one he'd
kicked to win that famous Wilmslow game
a couple of years ago. He grabbed the

(Continued on page 6




(Continued from page 5)
points, we’'d played our get out of jail card...... the final whistle went. 17-15. The visitors took defeat
very well and | look forward to the rematch later in the season.

The squad is starting to bond into a really good band of brothers and | look forward to see-
ing how much we can achieve. Already this season we are into double figures for Colts playing senior
rugby. I'll be surprised if we don’t surpass the 19 who stepped up last season.

To keep the continuity going for
years to come it is important that we look
ahead to the next batch of Colts coming
through. What an exciting prospect that is.
They are already three times Cheshire
Champions and are a very well coached
outfit under the direction of Dave ‘s
Walker and Wilson. They suffered a nar- &
row defeat at the hands of Rhyl in their
opening league game but are unbeaten
since and they should achieve much this
season. | look forward to working with B3
them next year. They are all already regis-
tered as senior colts players and we are hoping to include some of them in the forth coming fixtures.
As has been often said before....The future is bright the future is red green and white.

Richard Hope

Senior Colts 2007-2008

02/09/2007 |Manchester home Colts League Won 29 0
09/09/2007  |Winnington Park home Colts League Won 17 3
23/09/2007 |Tarleton away Colts League Won 6 0
30/09/2007 |Ashton on Mersey home Colts League Won 32 3
07/10/2007 |Birkenhead Park away Colts League Won 26 | 12
14/10/2007 |Widnes home Colts League Won 17 15
28/10/2007 |Hoylake away Colts League

04/11/2007 |West Park home Colts League

11/11/2007 |Fleetwood away Colts League

18/11/2007 |Hoylake away Nat Colts Cup (3)

25/11/2007  |Altrincham Kersal away Cheshire Cup (1 )

09/12/2007 |Widnes away Colts League

16/12/2007 |Birkenhead Park home Colts League

23/12/2007 |Ashton on Mersey away Colts League

DON'T MISS

THE WEEKLY NEWS PROGRAMME
FEATURING THE SALE SHARKS
ON CHANNEL M ALL WEEK
“TALKING SHARKS”

THE SHOW GOES OUT MANY TIMES
FIRST SHOWING IS AT 7.30PM ON
WEDNESDAY'’S
CHANNEL 203 ON SKY - CHANNEL M

http://www.channelm.co.uk
where you can see previous editions




THE WORLD CUP FINAL

COME AND JOIN
YOUR FELLOW
MEMBERS AT
STOCKPORT RUFC

Kick off 8.0pm
Saturday 20th October 2007
Hot Food
2 locations
Big screens




BURNAGE 2'S V STOCKPORT 3'S
HALBRO CUP SHIELD
WON 10-29

Matt Faulkener
Will Lowth

Joe Woodcock
Matt Heywood
Steve Mooney

Out of the Fire

Once again a much changed team due to unavailabilities
and late cry offs. Not surprisingly, perhaps, we took a long
time to settle into any kind of playing pattern and then

CoNOGOrWNE

completely lost our composure which was not helped by Dave Chapell

some strange refereeing decisions. We complained about Ged Gurney

everything and got what we deserved from a competent Dave Gunson T
Jamie Smith

and, as expected, typically robust Burnage team. They
scored first with a penalty after 15 minutes and followed it 10- Paul Garner

. : . ,|11. NickJones TT
up with a converted try after a kick and chase. The kick| ;5 Jez Taylor
sailed over the head of the try scorer and, despite our pro- 13 Nick Eastwood
tests about the blatant off side, the ref said it was a good|14. Tommy Burke
try because the ball had been properly grounded. We|15. Rick Lees TCC
turned round 10 — 0 down. Jonathan Curry came onto the |16. Jonathan Curry T
wing in place of Tommy Burke who managed to tweak

both hamstrings. After the break we sorted ourselves out

and started to play some rugby and worry less about the ref. Nick Jones grabbed the first
of his brace on 47 minutes and our second soon followed through good back play and a
great run down the left wing by Jonathan Curry. Rick Lees then cut through the centre
and sped in from 60yards. Nick Jones got his second and then towards the end Dave
Gunson picked up from the scrum in our 22 and ran the length of the field to score sell-
ing 2 dummies on the way. Other highlights of note: a couple of good punch ups and af-
ter the second one Barney got binned which was interesting because we scored 17
points whilst he was off the field!! Even better was the berating of a man walking his dog
down the adjoining footpath because he refused to throw the ball back over the fence. All
was clear when he explained that he couldn’t see where the ball was because he was
blind. Still unbeaten and hopefully we will soon forget our awful first half showing. Let's
hope we remember how good we can be if we keep our discipline and play as a team
with a bit of pride and passion.

Team P|W|D|L |[CC|Wo|[Co|[Nfw| F | A | +/- |Pts
1 Stockport 3 6 |6 |0 |0 |0 |1)| 0|0 |174{29|145 |24
2 | Ashton-on-Msy 2 6 |6 |0 |0]| 0|0 ]| 0| 0 |177/44|133 |24
3 | AltrinchamK. 4 6 |40 (2|1 |0)|0|0]|98|92| 6 |18
4 | Littleborough 3 6 |40 2|0 |0)| 0| 0|9 |104| -8 |18
5 Sandbach 3 6 |40 2|0 |2|0|0]|75]9]-15 |18
6 Old Bedians 2 6 | 3|0 |3|0|0)| 0| 0 |156(120| 36 |15
7 Sale 3 6 | 3|0 |3|0|1)|0)|0]|61(46]| 15 |15
8 Heaton Moor 2 6 | 3|0 (3|0 |0}| 1|0 |113/80| 33 |14
9 Rochdale 3 6 | 20|40 |0)|0 |0 |112({103| 8 |12
10 | HolmesChapel2 | 6 | 2 | O | 4 | O | O | O | O |107(114| -7 |12
11 Buxton 2 6 | 2|0 |40 |0]|1 |0 |92|157|-65 |11
12 Manchester 4 6 |20 |4|0|0}| 2|0 |63|102]|-38 |10
13 Burnage 3 6 |10 |5|0|0]| 0| 0 |50(157|-107| 9
14 Aldwinians 3 6 | 0|0 |6 |0 0] 0|0 |85(|220/-135| 6

3rd XV this Saturday v Sandbach 3’'s (Home) kick off ~ 3.0pm
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PLAYED 7 WON 4 DRAWN

A

RUEG SN0 RIS

1 LOST 2 POINTS FOR POINTS 15 3 AGAINST 77

DATE OPPOSITION COMPETITION VENUE |RESULT| F A
25/08/07 Longton Pre-Season Away Draw | 10 | 10
01/09/07 Cleckeaton Pre-Season Away Lost 5 21
08/09/07 Leigh North 2 West Home Won 39 8
15/09/07 Northwich North 2 West Home Won 29 0
22/09/07 Lymm North 2 West Away Won 20 | 14
29/09/07 Sandbach North 2 West Home Won 48 8
06/10/07 | New Brighton North 2 West/CC Away Lost 0 16
20/10/07 Rochdale North 2 West Home
27/10/07 | Winnington Park North 2 West Away
03/11/07 | Broughton Park North 2 West Home
10/11/07 Vale of Lune North 2 West Away
17/11/07 Intermediate Cup 2
24/11/07 Chester North 2 West Home
01/12/07 Tyldesley North 2 West Away
08/12/07 Intermediate Cup 3
15/12/07 Vale of Lune North 2 West Home
05/01/08 | Broughton Park North 2 West Away
12/01/08 Intermediate Cup 4
19/01/08 | Winnington Park North 2 West Home
26/01/08 Rochdale North 2 West Away
02/02/08 Intermediate Cup 5
09/02/08 | New Brighton North 2 West Home
16/02/08 Sandbach North 2 West Away
23/02/08 Intermediaée Cup Q-

01/03/08 Lymm North 2 West Home
08/03/08 Northwich North 2 West Away
15/03/08 Intermediate Cup S-F

22/03/08 Cheshire Cup Final

29/03/08 Leigh North 2 West Away
05/04/08 Intermediate Final

12/04/08 Chester North 2 West Away
19/04/08 Tyldesley North 2 West Home
26/04/08 Play Offs
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Richard Hopkinson

AFTER 5 LEAGUE GAMES
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Dave Marwick

Steve Pearson

John Wilson

Greg Newton

Craig Cooper

Chris Nel

James Drew

O OONO U WNE-

Andy Fuller

Matt Langtree

Nick Wroe

Simon Baker

Mike Raven

Jan-Erik Anderson

Tim Oakes

Alan Boyd

Chris Weeks

James Dalton

Peter Bredenkamp

Dave Morris

lan Kennedy

Colin Nevett

Ben Kerr

Kieran Hibbs

Alex Hooley

Chris Thompson

Julian Harris

Christian Chapman
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O OO0 0O|0|0|0|0|O0|O0C|I0|I0|0|O|FRIFPIFPIFPIELINNDNDNWWO

OO |O|0|0O|I0I0|O|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0 |0

OO0 |0|0O|0I0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|O0|O0|01|T

OO0 |I0|0O|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0O

Penalty Tries

OO0 |0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0|O|Oo|Oo|O|Oo|Oo|gi|jgrjor|jo1| Ol

Totals 75 15 19 13 5 0 136

NOEEH Koz s
Team P W| D|L| F A | Diff

2 New Brighton 5/4|1|0|138| 70| 68 |9

Stockport 5/4]0|1|136|46 | 90 | 8

Broughton Park 54|10 (1|136|49 | 87 |8

WESST Lymm 5140|1119 60 59 |8

Rochdale 5/4(0(1(113|54 | 59 |8

Saturday, 20th October 2007 Chester 5/3|1/1]103|78 | 25 |7

Chester Vale of Lune Winnington Park 51211 |2(108|137|-29 |5

Leigh Winnington Pk Sandbach 5(2|0(3]92 |107|-15 | 4

Lymm New Brighton Northwich 5111 |3/49 |83 |-34 |1*

Sandbach Northwich Vale of Lune 5/ 0|0|5]70 |116|-46 | O

Stockport Rochdale Leigh 5/0]0]5]58 140 -82 | 0

Tyldesley Broughton Pk Tyldesley 5/0]0|5|32|214|-182| 0




THIS WEEKEND'S FIXTURES AT SRUFC
SATURDAY 13TH OCTOBER

TEAM Opposition Home/Away Competition Kick Off

15T XV No Fixture

2"° XV Preston GH'’s 2's HOME Intermediate Premier  [Lost  12-16

3"V XV Burnage 3's AWAY Halbro Shield Won 29-10

4™ xv Kirby Lonsdale 3's HOME Halbro Plate Walk Over

VETS XV Chester AWAY Vets League Lost

SUNDAY 14TH OCTOBER

S Colts Widnes HOME Lancs/Ches League 14.00hrs

J Colts Broughton Park HOME Lancs/Ches League 12.30 hrs

Ul6 No Fixture

uls Lymm AWAY Friendly Result not in

ul4 No Fixture

ul3 Lymm HOME Friendly Won 44-10

ul2 Bowden AWAY Friendly Result not in

Ull Bowden AWAY Friendly Result not in

ulo0 Bowden AWAY Friendly Won 35-5

U9 Bowden AWAY Friendly Won 25-15
Bowden AWAY Friendly Won 2-1
Bowden AWAY Friendly Drawn

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB THIS WEEKEND

Saturday 20th October 2007

TEAM Opposition Home/Away Competition Kick Off
1> XV Rochdale Home North 2 West 15.00hrs
2"° XV Liverpool St H 2’s Away Miller Homes Premier 15.00hrs
3" XV Sandbach 3’s Home Miller Homes 15.00hrs
4" XV Buxton Away Miller Homes 15.00hrs
VETS XV No Fixture
Sunday 21th October 2007

S Colts Training 13.00hrs
J Colts Vale of Lune Away Lancs/Ches League 12.30hrs
ule6 Anselmians Away Friendly 11.00hrs
uils Anselmians Away Friendly 11.00hrs
ul4 Anselmians Away Friendly 11.00hrs
ul3 Anselmians Away Friendly 11.00hrs
ul2 Training Home 11.00hrs
Ull Training Home 11.00hrs
ulo0 Training Home 11.00hrs
U9 Training Home 11.00hrs
u7/8 Training Home 11.00hrs

TOUCHLINE RAMBLINGS
Forward any comments, letters or contributions to the Editor:
Richard Hope, The View, Stockport RUFC, Headlands Road, Bramhall, Stock-
port SK7 3AN. Phone (H) 0161 439 3665 (M) 07793 134 644,
(E): Rambler@stockportrugby.co.uk

STOCKPORT RUFC Online : www.stockportrugby.co.uk




