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TOP DOGS...
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thing of beauty but points in the bag

This week had the potentlal to sort the men
from the boys. The third round of league games
threw together first against second and third
against fourth. We had the trip to old rivals and 2™
placed Lymm with Rochdale in 3" played host to
4™ placed Chester.

Peter Bredenkamp returned to the starting
XV after his week away as did Craig Cooper after
recovering from injury. Greg Newton moved back
to the wing and Tim Oakes moved to the flank with
Alan Boyd filling one of the bench spots. Chris Nel
got a start at fly half with Steve Pearson moving to
the bench. The final place on the bench went to
lan Kennedy. There was no truth to the rumour

that lan had pulled a muscle in the sprint to the
Northern Rock to cash his cheque he’d received
from me the previous week!
Match

Lymm kicked off playing up the Lymm slope
towards the club house end and only a minute of
the game had passed when they were struck by a
blow. Their No7, Peter Millachip suffered what ap-
peared to be a broken wrist in one of the first con-
tacts of the game. This was not actually the first
blow.

Their fly half and play maker Adam Fisher
was due to arrive by plane at Manchester and a
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™y LYMM 14 |v]| 2 STOCKPORT
' Half Time 6 7
Funglyy Fodsd-up
HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM
DAVE WILLIAMSON 15 RICHARD HOPKINSON
ANDY WILLIAMSON 14 JAMES DREW
JACK JOHNSTONE 13 CRAIG COOPER| Attend: 113
TOM BRAY 12 JAMES DALTON
MARK BARNES-SMITH 11 GREG NEWTON| Weather:  Fine/cloudy
DANNY NAYLOR 10 CHRIS NELS
CHRIS KINSEY 9 MIKE RAVEN|  Venue: Lymm
CHRIS NAYLOR 1 JAN-ERIK ANDERSON
NICK GIRDLESTONE 2 CHRIS WEEKS
KEITH BROADBENT 3 ANDY FULLER
DARIUS MYKSIS 4 MATT LANGTREE
JACK WARRINGTON 5 DAVE MARWICK [C]
OLLY HIGGINSON 6 TIM OAKES
PETER MILLACHIP 7 JOHN WILSON
GLENN GEORGE 8 PETER BREDENKAMP
REPLACEMENTS

JACK ASHALL 16 ALAN BOYD
IADAM FISHER 17 STEVE PEARSON
JAMES CUNDICK 18 IAN KENNEDY

SCORING SEQUENCE REPLACEMENTS

Hom P
Time e |Away|No.| T|C | P T | bG Score Y| R Off On Reason

2 X 7 | 16 |Injury

24 X 11 X 3 0

25 X 3 0 14 | 17 [Tactical

29 X 14X 3 5

29 X |15 X 3 7

35 X 11 X 6 7

6 7 HALF TIME

43 X 11 X 9 7

48 X 9 7 17 | 10 [Tactical

40 X |15 X 9 10

41 X 9 10 4 | 17 |Blood Injury

45 X 9 10 17 | 4 |Player returning from Blood injury

65 X 8 9 13 | X Persistent offender

65 X |15 X 9 13

69 X 9 13 1 | 17 |Tactical

72 X 13| X 9 18

72 X 18| X 9 20

78 X 8|X 14 20

fast car was waiting for him. Unfortunately the plans didn’t quite come together. He failed to get to the
ground by kick off which meant that he had to be named as one of the substitutes. He arrived 5 min-
utes into the game but was left to pace the touchline for 25 minutes before finally making his entry. In
the meantime his team had taken a 3-0 lead moments before his arrival on the pitch. The preceding 24
minutes had been a relatively scrappy affair with more kicking than a karate convention. The home
side had the wind at their backs.

The other factor we never really came to was the referee. You sometimes wonder just how many
sets of laws the game of rugby has. In the end it comes down to interpretation and despite the penal-
ties that came raining down we struggled to get a grip of what the referee was looking for.

The penalty served a prompt for us to go on the offensive. Richard Hopkinson nudged us into the




corner from a penalty. We went into catch and drive
mode and it was executed perfectly. | waited to see
who the player was who emerged as the try scorer
and it turned out to be a first 1° XV try for Matt Lang-
tree. Hoppo added the extras 3-7. He was having
more joy with the ball on the ground than when he
was kicking from hand as he’'d developed a bit of a
golfer’s slice.

The penalties continued and Lymm’'s Noll
Mark Barnes-Smith narrowed the gap to 6-7 5 min-
utes before half time. We had penalties of our own
before the break but elected to go for the corner hav-
ing had success there earlier. We ended the half
| without further reward. | hoped that we wouldn’t live
to regret not taking easy points.

-

It was the home side who got the scoring %
started after half time. 3 minutes in the second '
period another penalty put them into a narrow g
lead. 9-7. Tim Burgon then played his next ace
card. Chris Nel had been faultless at 10. His
opposite number (opposite) Lymm’s alleged
play maker had been as quiet as a mouse but
perhaps it just needed a different approach for
the last quarter so Tim brought the newly
shaved Steve Pearson on in Chris’s place at fly|
half. The change seemed to do the trick. The
change in personnel that is...not the change in
hair style. The backs seemed to find more room
and we started to make good progress. We
headed up the right side and recycled the ball
but the move came to an end at the wrong end
of a high tackle in front of the posts. Hoppo |
turned it into points 9-10.

The game meandered on but | sensed we
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were slowly getting the upper hand and then came
the turning point in the game. We were on the at-
tack and the ball was coming back from a ruck in
front of the posts. The Lymm No 8 blatantly came
in from an offside position and disrupted the ruck.
The referee showed him a vyellow card and
awarded the penalty. 9-13. after Hoppo's penalty.
The highlight of the game was just around the
corner. As is usually the case, it's easy to spot a
shaft of bright light on an otherwise pretty grey af-
ternoon. Greg Newton received the ball on the
right and worked hard to stay on his feet and keep
going forwards until the right moment. The ball was
recycled...Mike Raven to Steve Pearson. Steve
spotted a mismatch opposite him and he made a
half break towards the posts past the Lymm for-
ward. Craig Cooper gambled on Steve off loading.
The gamble paid off as he was on hand for the sim-
ple pass that left him clear to run in under the
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posts. Richard Hopkinson converted for a 9-20 lead with 8 minutes + injury time left.

There was still time for Dave Marwick to pick up yellow card for dumping an opponent like a sack
of potatoes. Lymm also picked up an unconverted try from a catch and drive. 14-20. It was a worrying
last few minutes. We were in danger of handing the game on a plate to Lymm but in the nick of time
we managed to retain some shape and discipline but were still relieved to hear the final whistle.

Not good for the blood pressure guys .... As a game it won't live long in the memory, no oil paint-
ing of a match but winning is a good habit. Not many teams will visit Crouchley Lane this season and
leave with the points. Come to think of it we haven’'t done many times before ourselves. This week we
return to Headlands Road for the visit of Sandbach. Kick Off 3.0pm

THE RAMBLER




Ladies Day at Macclesfield Rugby Club

There will be a some serious talent on display at M acclesfield Rugby Club this Sunday
(30th September 2007) as they play host to the firs  t round of the 2007 “Northern Counties Trophy”.
Women and girls between the ages of 12 and 50 will ~ play against Yorkshire in 3 Rugby Union fixtures.

U15s KO at 13.00

U18s KO at 13.00

Women'’s XV KO at 14.30

This is the first year that Cheshire County have fi  elded an Under 15s representative squad and the 3rd
year of the competition itself. “We look forward to coming up against last years runners up Yorkshire i
preparation for our game against the holders Lancas hire in 3 weeks time” said Mark Godwin Women'’s
XV Coach.
“There is a lot of work going on in Cheshire to incr
the introduction of the U15s is just one amongst a
County” said lan Murfitt the coach of the U15s and C
your support so come on down to Macclesfield RUFC,

ease our competitiveness at County Level Rugby and
number of initiatives being supported by Cheshire
ounty Welfare Officer. All 3 teams would appreciate
Priory Lane, Macclesfield, SK10 4AF.

NORTH 2 WEST Saturday 22nd September 2007
Team P|W[D|L| F | A |Diff Lymm 14-20 Stockport
Stockport 3/3]olol8s 22166 |6 New Brlg_hton 42-12 Tyldesley
New Brighton 3/211/0/95 64|31 |5 Northwich 3-17 Broughton Pk
Rochdale 17-19 Chester
Chester 3|12|1|0|73 |46 |27 |5 Sandbach 1312 Leigh
Broughton Park |3/2 10190 |37 |53 |4 Winnington Pk |22-17 Vale of Lune
Lymm 312|0(1/89 (41|48 |4
Sandbach 3/2|10]1|75]45)30 |4 Saturday, 15th September 2007
Rochdale 312]0)1]62 |40 | 22 | 4| |Broughton Pk |62-14 Winnington Pk
Winnington Pk 3/111{1/52 95433 Chester 26 - 26 | New Brighton
Northwich 3|0(1/2|19 |62 |-43|1 Leigh 18 - 39 Lymm
Vale of Lune 3/0/0(3[53[74|-21|0 Stockport | 29-0 Northwich
Leigh 3/0/0/3/38/91/-53|0 Tyldesley 5-59 Sandbach
Vale of Lune |10 -25 Rochdale
Tyldesley 3/0(0(3|20 |137|-117|0
Saturday, 29nd September 2007
Chester Winnington Park
Leigh New Brighton
Lymm Northwich
Stockport Sandbach
Tyldesley Rochdale
Vale of Lune Broughton Pk

ENGLAND V TONGA

@ STOCKPORT RUFC
FRIDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER
DOORS OPEN AT 6.45PM




TARLETON V STOCKPORT SENIOR COLTS

WON 26-0

Top of the League

Sunday saw our first away league game of the season and
the first without the majority of the ‘Uni under 19” being present.
Injuries and Non availabilities meant that we only had 16 players
to take to Tarleton but Marc Smith was confident that with the
lessons learnt from our previous games we would still prove to
be strong opposition for anyone (Have you noted who are now
top of the Colts A league...... Glossop).

I've never been to Tarleton before and was pleasantly sur-
prised by the facilities. The club is brand new and the pitch was
flat and even. We had the wind at our backs for the first half
though we didn’t always use it to the best effect. Despite some
tactical and handling errors we still were proving too quick for
the home side. The scoring was evenly split over the two halves.

In the first half Henri Simpson showed some nice light feet
as he skipped round defenders to score. Not many light feet
around when Tom Cruse hits the field but the man of match lead
by example all day and bagged a try for himself as well.

In the second half, we were treated to our try of the season
to date. Lineout ball taken by Dan Faram just inside the Tarleton
22. The forwards took in on just far enough to suck a few players
in to stop the drive. Winstanley to Coulson and Mike Pearson
came off his wing through the centre to burst a hole and score
under the posts. Stephen Hill had had a really good game
around the park throughout the 70 minutes all game and he got

his just reward when he was on hand to muscle over in the corner for the last try of the day.
A thoroughly enjoyable trip. Good facilities, Good rugby Good Hosts Good Referee.

15. Andrew KONARSKI
14. Mike PEARSON
13. Alex WILSON

12. Henri SIMPSON
11. Richard MOYES
10. Anthony COULSON
9. Jake WINSTANLEY
8. James OAKES
7. Dan FARAM

6. James WOOD
5. Chris VALENTINE
4. James PARSEY
3. Tom Cruse (C)

2. Stephen HILL

1. Guy ALLISON

16. Robert ADAMS

Scorers Etc
Henri Simpson T
Mike PEARSON T
Stephen Hill T
Tom CRUSE TC
Anthony COULSON CC
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This Sunday : Colts League v Ashton On Mersey Home

Kick Off 2.0pm
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Saturday 29th September 2007

v Sandbach
North 2 West |
Kick off 3.0pm Gg:jnétrtirécg £C?)ncessions Free

2007 2008

2007-2008 No. 2

www.stockportrugby.co.uk
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PLAYED 5 WON 3 DRAWN

RSO0 RS

1 LOST 1 POINTS FOR POINTS 10 3 AGAINST 53

DATE OPPOSITION COMPETITION VENUE |RESULT| F A
25/08/07 Longton Pre-Season Away Draw | 10 | 10
01/09/07 Cleckeaton Pre-Season Away Lost 5 21
08/09/07 Leigh North 2 West Home Won 39 8
15/09/07 Northwich North 2 West Home Won 29 0
22/09/07 Lymm North 2 West Away Won 20 | 14
29/09/07 Sandbach North 2 West Home
06/10/07 | New Brighton North 2 West/CC Away
13/10/07 Bye Intermediate Cup 1
20/10/07 Rochdale North 2 West Home
27/10/07 | Winnington Park North 2 West Away
03/11/07 | Broughton Park North 2 West Home
10/11/07 Vale of Lune North 2 West Away
17/11/07 Intermediate Cup 2
24/11/07 Chester North 2 West Home
01/12/07 Tyldesley North 2 West Away
08/12/07 Intermediate Cup 3
15/12/07 Vale of Lune North 2 West Home
05/01/08 | Broughton Park North 2 West Away
12/01/08 Intermediate Cup 4
19/01/08 | Winnington Park North 2 West Home
26/01/08 Rochdale North 2 West Away
02/02/08 Intermediate Cup 5
09/02/08 | New Brighton North 2 West Home
16/02/08 Sandbach North 2 West Away
23/02/08 Intermediate Cup Q-F
01/03/08 Lymm North 2 West Home
08/03/08 Northwich North 2 West Away
15/03/08 Intermediate Cup S-F
22/03/08 Cheshire Cup Final
29/03/08 Leigh North 2 West Away
05/04/08 Intermediate Final
12/04/08 Chester North 2 West Away
19/04/08 Tyldesley North 2 West Home
26/04/08 Play Offs
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AFTER 3 LEAGUE GAMES
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Richard Hopkinson

John Wilson

Craig Cooper

Steve Pearson

Greg Newton

Dave Marwick

Andy Fuller

Matt Langtree

Nick Wroe

Blo|o|~Njo|ua| s win|e

Chris Nel

Mike Raven

Jan-Erik Anderson

Tim Oakes

Chris Weeks

James Drew

James Dalton

Alan Boyd

Peter Bredenkamp

Dave Morris

Colin Nevett

Ben Kerr

Kieran Hibbs
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lan Kennedy

FORWARDS 5

BACKS

\I

Penalty Tries

Totals 45 9 12 8 4 0 88




LAST WEEKEND’S RESULTS AT SRUFC

1ST XV |[LYMM (A) North 2 West Won 20-14
2ND XV |NO FIXTURE

3RD XV [LITTLEBORO 3'S (A) Intermediate 4 South Won 34-12
4TH XV IMACCLESFIELD (H) Intermediate 5 East Lost 8-27
COLTS |TARLETON (A) Lancs/Ches Colts League | Won 26-0
1ST XV |[SANDBACH North 2 West HOME
2ND XV |WEST PARK 2'S Intermediate Premiership AWAY
3RD XV |OLDHAM 2'S Intermediate 4 South HOME
4TH XV |KNUTSFORD 2'S Intermediate 5 East AWAY
COLTS |ASHTON O MERSEY |Lancs/Ches Colts League Sun 2.opm

BLAST FROM THE PAST
SRUFC; 14th September 2007 :busy with a brewery delivery only to return into the club
house to find a stranger standing there. He didn’t stay a stranger for long. It turned out to
Greg Burrows, member of the 1978-1979 1st XV on a trip from Canada to take in some of
the World Cup. He had made a special pilgrimage to Headlands Road to re-visit a place
that held many happy memories of his season at the club. Greg even had some spookey
faded pictures on his time here. One had Stewart Bertenshaw with some rabbits. Frighten-
ingly Stewart recalled the picture and even remembered which tank top he was wearing in
it!! He has threatened to give it another airing this Saturday! Greg sends his very best
wishes to everyone in an e-mail | re Wednesday on his return to Canada. “Hello Richard,
First and foremost thanks for your time and insight on the Fri.14th at the club house.
I got in late last night KNACKERED, what a tour. W e dropped in on the Mumbles club house just west
of Swansea on the evening that | saw you and watche  d England vs. South Africa not the results we had
hope for but, a great night so the beers and fun we  re a flowing. We saw Wales vs. Australia the next

day another poor result by the home team, but what a stadium in Cardiff. On Sun. it was Can. vs. Fiji a
tough loss for us. Then we mucked around in France for a few days On the sun.23rd we were in Edin-
v burgh to see Scotland vs. New Zeland the

all blacks took it to them!, Ho well... great

to see the games and experience the
crowds first hand. The people were all

great in Wales , France and Scotland, and
particularly Stockport. Well Richard, thanks
every so much again, KEEP RUCKING!, say
hi to some off the other lads for me when
you run into them. Cheers, Greg” bur-
rows4@shaw.ca

TOUCHLINE RAMBLINGS
Forward any comments, letters or contributions to the Editor:
Richard Hope, The View, Stockport RUFC, Headlands Road, Bramhall, Stockport
SK7 3AN. Phone (H) 0161 439 3665 (M) 07793 134 644,
(E): Rambler@stockportrugby.co.uk
STOCKPORT RUFC Online : www.stockportrugby.co.uk




