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STOCKPORT RUGEY NEWS

PATIENCE IS A VICTORY

1st XV show that it doesn't matter when you score

The fixtures for the first day of the new sea-
son threw up some interesting encounters. Close
neighbours Northwich and Winnington Park were
matched together and battled out a 16-16 draw.
The other club promoted to North 2 West was

il

Leigh and it was going to be interesting to see
how a newly promoted club would shape up
against a team who had entered the league from
the opposite direction.

(Continued on page 2)
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STOCKPORT 39 Y, 8 LEIGH
Half Time 13 8
HOME TEAM AWAY TEAM
RICHARD HOPKINSON 15 RYAN MCKINSTRY]
JJAMES DREW 14 ANTHONT BENTHAM
CRAIG COOPER 13 NEIL DONLON Attend:115
JJAMES DALTON 12 STEPHEN LEE
GREG NEWTON 11 THOMAS FORSHAW Weather: Sunny/Fine
STEVE PEARSON 10 TERENCE KNAPMAN
MIKE RAVEN 9 DAVID WOOD Venue:Headlands R
JJAN-ERIK ANDERSON 1 THOMAS BAKER
CHRIS WEEKS 2 IAIN WOOD
IANDY FULLER 3 STUART YOUNG
[TIM OAKES 4 DAVID PENN
DAVE MARWICK [C] 5 PAUL HAMPSON
IALAN BOYD 6 SIMON BARTON
JJOHN WILSON 7 TJONATHAN BISHOP
PETER BREDENKAMP 8 BEN SUTTON
REPLACEMENTS
DAVE MORRIS 16 JAMES BRIDGE]
COLIN NEVETT 17 ALOSTY
BEN KERR 18 S PEACOCK
SCORING SEQUENCE REPLACEMENTS
Time |Home|Away [No.| T | C | P |PT| DG Score Y R Off On Reason

1 X 7 1 X 5 0

2 X 15 Y 7 0

5 X 15 Y 10 0

8 X 15 Y 10 3

24 X 7 1 X 10 8

25 X 15 N 10 8

41 X 8 10 8 X Interfering in ruck

41 X 15 Y 13 8

46 X 5] X 18 8

47 X 15 N 18 8

62 X 18 8 18 |[Tactical

65 X 18 8 3 17 [Tactical

72 X 18 8 14 16 [Tactical

76 X 13| X 23 8

76 X 15 Y 25 8

77 X 25 8 16 |Tactical

77 X 25 8 17 [Tactical

77 X 25 8 12 18 [Tactical

79 X 10 | X 30 8

79 X 15 Y 32 8

84 X 7 1 X 37 8

84 X 15 Y 39 8

It is some years since we have locked horns with Leigh at 1st team level so they would be an un-
known quantity. They arrived pleading that they were a little under strength and had not recruited heav-
ily since last season but we were taking nothing for granted and the attitude of the squad very focused.

TEAM NEWS:

There were four news faces for the Stockport faithful to get to know. Centres James Dalton and
Craig Cooper together with wing James Drew are all ex Manchester. Dalton and Cooper both have
Stockport connections. James played at Stockport throughout his junior rugby life and Craig’s father
Colin was Captain of the then Davenport 1st XV back in 1983. The other new boy was Alan Boyd who
is a teacher at Bramhall High School.




THE MATCH:

Those supporters who were a little slow leave the club
house will know better next time. Stockport were very fast out of
the blocks and within a minute John Wilson had crossed for a try
after early pressure from the kick off caught the visitors still on
the coach. The conversion from Richard Hopkinson followed. 7-0
and three minutes later Richard stepped up to added a further
penalty for a 10-0 lead. Any ideas that we might have been start-
ing to get about Leigh being an easy touch were dispelled over
the remainder of the first half. In the 8th minute they got on the
scoreboard with a penalty and continued to show that they could
compete in most aspects of the game.

Stockport started to get a little impatient. Passes were be-
ing forced and possession kicked away but Leigh’'s backs didn’t
appear to have the speed or imagination to unlock the Stockport
defence. Then in the 24th minute they got the stroke of luck they
needed. Leigh attacked the Stockport line and a ball went loose
over the try line. It seemed destined to roll over the dead ball

line. Then everything went into slow mo-
tion ...well everything except for the
Leigh No.7 who reacted fastest to the
loose ball and managed to touch the ball
down before it went dead. Inexplicably
the Leigh full back who had a near fault-
less performance fluffed the conversion
and we retained a narrow lead 10-8.

It looked as if it would stay the
same score right through to half time as
Stockport huffed and puffed but failed to
blow Leigh’s house down... As play en-

tered time added on they went on the attack again and
it forced the Leigh no.8 into a blatant penalty offence
under the referee’s nose. Referee Ged Stone awarded
the penalty in front of the posts and produced a yellow
card as well. Hoppo brought the half to a close 13-8.

6 minutes after the restart Greg Newton treated
us to some football skills down the left wing and had
the bounce of the ball been kinder he would have
scored himself. We didn’t have long to wait. A test of
the strength of two teams is often judged on what hap-
| pens When they go head to head in the maul. What

jumpers more and it bore fruit from the line out follow-
ing Greg’s dribble. From 8 metres out the pack drove
over with Captain Dave Marwick the man to have
touched down. Hoppo’s conversion just drifted left. 18-
8.

<t Again Leigh recovered from the early set back of
~ |the half but were unable to make anything of there try
scoring opportunities. This was in no small part due to
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some awesome last ditch tackling especially from Craig
Cooper and Hoppo. Then one part of the visitor's armoury
started to weaken visibly. The set scrum. They made three
substitutions including one in the front row but it didn’t im-
prove matters.

Any supporter who might have missed the early open-
ing try and fancied leaving the touchline early to get a good
seat for the up coming England game were going to miss
even more of the action. The clock was showing 76 minutes
when the flood gates opened. Stockport landed up extend-
ing the wining margin by a further 21 points in the meagre
time remaining. Stockport’s first seven points came when
Leigh were under pressure and failed to clear their lines.
The ball was worked to the right but after a pass went to
ground the Leigh defence froze expecting a whistle. Richard

L. — Hopkinson picked up and his simple inside ball put Craig
Cooper over for his opening try of the season under the
- mh‘,"i posts. Hoppo added the extras and the lead was up to 25-8.
" am s @  Tim Burgon made three substitutions with 3 minutes of nor-
= . | maltime left. It turned out there were still seven minutes left
- ' — and they were action packed.
Ben Kerr had obviously worked him- g
self into a frenzy on the bench as he per-
formed like a man possessed for his short
appearance. He repeatedly made line
breaks and significant yardage. . The sec-
ond try went to fly half Steve Pearson who
danced over from close range after good
handling in the forwards put him clear. The
final try went to that man John Wilson who
romped in under the posts after the final
Leigh resistant had been destroyed. John
scored in the first a and last minute of the
game and his constant work rate in the in-
tervening time made him an obvious re-
cipient of the title of Man of the Match. As
for Leigh, | believe that they will without
doubt survive in North 2 West and we will
meet stronger and weaker teams as the season progresses.

This weekend we are back at Headlands
Road for another meeting with a promoted club.
This time it's Northwich after their all conquering
2006-2007 season. After their league title and
Twickenham win it will be interesting to see how
they are going to cope with a step up to the next
league the following season.....that sounds famil-
iar......... where have | heard that before....oh
and by the way kick off is at 3.0pm. See you
there.

The Rambler
k-4
Man of the Match: John Wilson
Defender of the Match: John Wilson
Attacker of Match: James Dalton

| FINANCE




STOCKPORT 2's VLYMM 2’s

WON 29-17

The Good The Bad and ...the Good again

At the outset the editor would like to apologise that the 2nd XV cap-
tain failed to submit a match report this week and when he did finally con-
tact me in a Guinness induced haze from the depths of the Emerald Isle
on Wednesday. It was frankly like dragging teeth. What he did tell me was
that with South African Chris making his club debut at 10 the 2’s started
very brightly and he was instrumental in setting up 3 try scoring moves.
Unfortunately the 2’s then assumed it was game over but Lymm had other
ideas and they scored 3 tries in reply before half time.

The captain threw on some fresh legs for the 2nd half and we suc-
ceeded in imposing a lead again and this time dug our heals in and held
on to be well deserved winners.
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Team P Ul D L CC Wo Co

1 Preston GH 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0
2 Chester 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0
3  Waterloo 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0
4 Manchester 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0
5 Sedgley Park 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0
6 Fylde 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0
7 Stockport 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0
8 Macclesfield 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0
9 Liverpool SH 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0
10 Broughton Pk 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0
11 Caldy 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
12 Altrincham K. 2 2 0 0 2 0 0 0
13 Lymm 2 2 0 0 2 0 0 0
14 West Park SH 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
15 Birkenhead Pk 2 2 0 0 2 0 0 1

1 Tony Shore

2 Alex Hooley

3 Tom Renshaw
4 Nick Higginson
5 Pete Milton

6 Andy Loughlin
7 Kieran Hibbs T
8 Simon Drew

9 Joe Weeks

10 Chris Nels

11 Dan Barker
12 Tony Wood
13 Charlie Maunder
14 Chris Clarke T
15 Nick Wroe

16 James Elsender (5)
17 Phil Leigh (15)
18 Ben Chadwick (12)

Scorers Etc
Ben Chadwick PCC
Chris Clarke T

Man of the Match: Tony Shore

Defender: Alex Hooley
Attacker: Charlie Maunder

Nfw For Agst Diff
0 94 15 79
0 66 7 59
0 40 26 14
0 40 34 6
0 70 31 39
0 52 37 15
0 32 38 6
0 42 5 -15
0 41 58 17
0 46 65 -19
0 18 15 3
0 22 45 23
0 34 65  -31
0 7 h4 47
0 12 69 57

Pts
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This Saturday Away v Sedgley Park 2's




STOCKPORT SENIOR COLTS V WINNINGTON PARK

WON 17-3

Steady Progress

Coach Marc Smith has been very encouraged by the progress of
the Senior Colts so far this season. After a slow start during the sum-
mer the numbers down training have started to increase and it has
been good to see nearly all the players back in action. The squad cur-
rently stands at around 40 and is roughly split equally between Under
18’s and Under 19’s. the majority of the Under 19’s are off to univer-
sity all over the country and we wish them well. This will bring down
the squad to 26 and all indications are that they will do very well with
those staying around. The opposition on Sunday was Winnington
Park who proved stronger than Manchester the previous week. They
had a large pack and their backs were well organised and liked to kick
and for the most part did it well. We again found ourselves under early
pressure which we weathered well.

We eventually got our act together and Jake Winstanley bagged
himself two tries in quick session. Anthony Coulson converted one of
them. Sandwiched in between the visitors popped over a penalty.

During the 2nd half there were only very rare visits to the Stock-
port 22 by the opposition. Winnington Park defended very well and it
took 20 minutes of the half for Mike Pearson to reap the benefits of his
patience. It was sweet backs move and the smooth transfer of the ball
got it to Mike a little quicker and it gave him the space to beat his op-
posite number down the wing. 17-3. This Sunday we have arranged a
friendly against A League opposition in Glossop to give the lads a
stern test. Kick off is at 1.0pm at Glossop. Meet at SRUFC at 11.30am
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. Ciaran LOFTS

. Mike PEARSON

. Alex WILSON

. Henri SIMPSON

. Keiichi ISAYAMA

. Anthony COULSON
Jake WINSTANLEY

. James OAKES
. Kieran HIBBS
. ban FARAM

Jonny BAKER

. George CORTVRIEND
. Andy BROADHURST
. James DODD

Tom RENSHAW
Lewis WALKER
James ELSENDER
Andrew KONARSKI
Robert ADAMS
Sean ROE

Jamie SMITH

Guy ALLISON

Ja

Scorers Etc
ke WINSTANLEY TT

Anthony COULSON C
ke PEARSON T

Mi

This Sunday a rienly v Iossop Away kick off 1.0p m




e R s I i 3 |
: : F £ G s e e, g
% ; - \
e i = e = . =
. P -- -- 3 {5
s

"FEE BONLCTHIS 15 WHY [ SAVE THESE BITS "



ROCHDALE 3'S V STOCKPORT 3'S

WON 20-5

3rd’s show steady Improvement

This was a good performance on a sunny day and on a good pitch.
We welcomed back, Nick Eastwood, Dave Houghton, Jez Taylor, Matt
Brundrett, Peter Lambert and Jack Woodcock. Jack had jetted in on Friday
from the USA complete with new black barnet!! Rochdale were a big side
with a few young fliers in the backs.

Apart from the first 5 minutes and a couple of short periods, when we
went to sleep, we controlled territory and possession and never looked in
danger of losing. Once again it was a strong tackling performance which
gave us the upper hand and with a bit more composure and organisation
the score could have been much bigger in our favour. Once we had re-
pelled their initial effort we camped in their half and after a good series of
phases Jamie Smith, who had a fine all round game, squeezed over in the
corner. The Rochdale backs, as is to be expected in those parts, relied
heavily on dummies and stepping. On the half hour they dummied their
way through to score near the posts. They couldn’t add the extras. We re-
plied almost immediately when Nick Jones got on the end of a sweeping
move and raced in from the 22 to score. Half time 10-5.

Shortly after half time Dave Houghton scythed through the middle to
score. Once again no conversion, but we did score all our points out wide
and traveled without a goal kicker. Dave also introduced a new tactic to
our game by volleying the ball downfield (I think we call it fly hacking

1 Jez Taylor

2 Tim Patterson

3 Joe Woodcock
4 Steve Mooney
5 Matt Heywood
6 Dave Chappell
7 Ged Gurney

8 Dave Gunson

9 Jamie Smith T
10 Paul Garner
11 Nick Jones T

12 Peter Lambert
13 Matt Brundrett
14 Tommy Burke
15 Dave Houghton T

16 Jack Woodcock
17 Andy Russell T
18 Nick Eastwood

really!!) to great effect, making 50 metres on each occasion. Just before the end Andy Russell re-
peated the trick he pulled last week and burgled the ball near the line to score.

With players returning from injury at the top of the club we can expect some fierce competition for
places but on the other hand a few of the players on display yesterday will be pushing for a spot in the
2s shortly. We are not quite there yet and are still a bit rusty but, if we can get a regular turn out at
Wednesday training like last week, 27, it won't be long before we click.

This Saturday Home v Buxton 2’s
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PLAYED 3 WON 1 DRAWN 1 LOST 1 POINTS FOR POINTS 54 AGAINST 39
DATE OPPOSITION COMPETITION VENUE |RESULT| F A
25/08/07 Longton Pre-Season Away Draw | 10 10
01/09/07 Cleckeaton Pre-Season Away Lost 5 21
08/09/07 Leigh North 2 West Home Won 39 8
15/09/07 Northwich North 2 West Home
22/09/07 Lymm North 2 West Away
29/09/07 Sandbach North 2 West Home
06/10/07 | New Brighton North 2 West Away
09/10/07 | New Brighton Cheshire Cup Birk Park
13/10/07 Bye Intermediate Cup 1
20/10/07 Rochdale North 2 West Home
27/10/07 | Winnington Park North 2 West Away
03/11/07 | Broughton Park North 2 West Home
10/11/07 Vale of Lune North 2 West Away
17/11/07 Intermediate Cup 2
24/11/07 Chester North 2 West Home
01/12/07 Tyldesley North 2 West Away
08/12/07 Intermediate Cup 3
15/12/07 Vale of Lune North 2 West Home
05/01/08 | Broughton Park North 2 West Away
12/01/08 Intermediate Cup 4
19/01/08 | Winnington Park North 2 West Home
26/01/08 Rochdale North 2 West Away
02/02/08 Intermediate Cup 5
09/02/08 | New Brighton North 2 West Home
16/02/08 Sandbach North 2 West Away
23/02/08 Intermediate Cup Q-F
01/03/08 Lymm North 2 West Home
08/03/08 Northwich North 2 West Away
15/03/08 Intermediate Cup S-F
22/03/08 Cheshire Cup Final
29/03/08 Leigh North 2 West Away
05/04/08 Intermediate Final
12/04/08 Chester North 2 West Away
19/04/08 Tyldesley North 2 West Home
26/04/08 Play Offs
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AFTER 1 LEAGUE GAME

Richard Hopkinson

John Wilson

Craig Cooper

AWNF

Dave Marwick

Steve Pearson

Mike Raven

Tim Oakes

Andy Fuller

Peter Bredenkamp

Chris Weeks

James Drew

James Dalton

Greg Newton

Jan-Erik Anderson

Alan Boyd

Dave Morris

Colin Nevett
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Ben Kerr

Penalty Tries

Totals 15 3 5 4 2 0 39




LAST WEEKEND’S RESULTS AT SRUFC

1ST XV [LEIGH (H) North 2 West WON 39-8
2ND XV [LYMM 2'S (H) Intermediate Premiership | WON 29-17
3RD XV |ROCHDALE 3'S (A Intermediate 4 East WON 25-5
4TH XV |BOWDON 4'S (H) Intermediate 5 South Called off
COLTS |WINNINGTON PARK (H) |Lancs/Ches Colts League | Won 17-3

THIS WEEKEND'S FIXTURES AT SRUFC

1ST XV INORTHWICH (H) North 2 West HOME
2ND XV |SEDGLEY PK 2'S (A) |Intermediate Premiership AWAY
3RD XV |[BUXTON 2'S (H) Intermediate 4 South HOME
4TH XV |CONGLETON 2'S (A) |Intermediate 5 East AWAY
COLTS |GLOSSOP (A) 1.0 pm  |Friendly AWAY

It's that time of year again.... Tesco’s are giving away vouchers which we can exchange for sports
equipment. I'm always a sucker for a freebie so let's make sure we make the most of this opportunity.
Including all the Minis and Juniors and their families we have over 500 people connected to this club. If
each of us get just 1 voucher per week throughout the period of the promotion between now and Sun-
day 4th November then we would accumulate 4,000 vouchers.

That would be enough to get 5 new rucking pads or 25 training balls or 7 1st AID bags..the choice is

Let’s get collecting.... the box to put your vouchers in
Is on a window sill at the far end of the club house

TOUCHLINE RAMBLINGS
Forward any comments, letters or contributions to the Editor:

Richard Hope, The View, Stockport RUFC, Headlands Road, Bramhall, Stockport
SK7 3AN. Phone (H) 0161 439 3665 (W) 0161 856 6162 (M) 07793 134 644,
(E): Rambler@stockportrugby.co.uk

STOCKPORT RUFC Online : www.stockportrugby.co.uk




